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Celebrate Community has been the theme of 
the 275th Anniversary Committee. Our only 
fund raiser has been through the sale of 
pins with the 'Celebrate' logo. One of 
the goals of this committee, from the be- 
ginning has been to leave something as a 
gift to the citizens of Bellingham. It was 
decided by the committee and agreed to by — 
the Board of Selectmen that a clock would © 
be purchased and placed in the Town Hall 
tower. 


The following is a list of additional 
Contributions: 

Dean Co-op Bank (Dean Dames) 

ABP Sign 

Town Hall Tootsies 


Bellingham Educational Foundation (BEF Beggars) 


Ben Franklin Bank (Bens Babes) 


Bellingham Permanent Fire Fighters (Fuzzy Nozzles) 


Red Flashers 

Sportsman Club (Red Men) 

Clara Macy School 

Bellingham Auxiliary Police (Wanna Bees) 
Town Library (Happy Bookers) 

Mele arOSL ./2/2 

Mr. & Mrs William Simonson 


Bellingham Police Association (Blues Brothers) 


Pete's Blue Bird 

Napoleon Pizza 

In Memory of Mrs. Pauline Manor 
Board of Selectmen (Undecideds) 
Stall Brook School Children 
Lion's Club (Boars) 

Wal Mart Wonders 


bee Lrelectric: Inc. 


We wish to thank everyone who purchased 

a pin. We also wish to thank all the resid- 
ents of our community for their support. 
This clock is dedicated to them. 
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PASSING OF A LANDMARK: Mostek's was a friendly establish- 
ment. It was a family owned and oper- 
Mostek's Hardware store was a well fated business. Walter's sister, now 


known landmark on Pulaski Boulevard in, Helen Sikonski of Bellingham, worked 


Bellingham. It was located between Jin the store for 20 years. Walter's 
what is now Pool Pro and the Hilltop jown children were frequently around. 
Convenience store. Recently, the Mostek always handed out lollipops to 
building was razed and the area it the children of his patrons. Another 


stood on was paved over for additional}iongtime employee was Earl Leveille, 
parking space. In a conversation with] who recently passed Shafi Se 
Walter Mostek, past owner, many de- . ae 2 
tails of the store's history were cur] we 
led from his memory. ren ee 2 
Walter related how he had started OE Ee 
the Cottage Club and worked there for 
eight years. Walter served as tax 
assessor for two years. But, decided | uy dime 
to give up the position, when he open oim@e 
ed his hardware store, because he : 
thought it was a conflict of interest]! 
Donat LaPlante replaced him in that 
job. He built the store in 1954. It yf 
was first called the "National Hard- 
ware Co.". When his son Walter Jr. 
was born, he changed the name to "Mos- 
tek's", using the family moniker in 
the hopes that it would become a fami 
ly business tradition. 


er 
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The Mostek family kept the business 

running for thirty years. None of Wal- 

ter's children wanted to run the store. 

as they were pursuing other careers. : 


In 1984, Walter sold the store and 
headed for retirement. The new own-— 
ers asked if they could continue to — 
use the familiar name. Walter grant- 
ed this request,on the condition that 
the new owners would not tarnish it'§ 
good reputation.  Mostek originally 
granted permission to keep using his— 
name for a 5 year period. When that 

5 years was up, he extended his per- 

mission for another 5 years. : 

For their own reasons, the owners © 

In the first year the store was ope chose to close Mostek's Hardware : 


the community experienced the Hurri- store in 1994. The building was tor 
cane of 1954. Walter recalled that he down. However, some farsighted peo- 


sold out of batteries, candles and : ple made sure that Bellingham's Mu- 
tape for protecting windows. During | seum got some of the remnants from 
the clean-up phase, he couldn't keep | the former business. Now in the mu-— 
certain items in stock. Since then, | seum's collection are yardsticks with 
the store has been through many more f "Mostek's" printed on them. Also, 
natural catastrophes, and weathered i thesign from the top of the building 
them along with its neighbors. was Salvaged, and is now in the mu- 
Seume 
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Walter sent the commission some of 
the pictures included in this arti- 
cle. In his accompanying note, he 
wrote: "It was a pleasure talking to 
you the other day. It felt GoOOdsLLO 
reminisce about the hardware store, 
It brought back pleasant memories - 
about my children, friends and cus- 
tomers and the good times I had at 
the store... The people of Belling- 
ham and the Surrounding towns, have 
given me alot to be thankful for... 
(I have) many happy memories from 
childhood to manhood because I lived 
in Bellingham since 1918 to 1994. f 
could go on and on..." 


For 40 years, Mostek's Hardware had 
stOGG on, it s.original site. . With 
she clossing of the store, and the 
lismantling of the building, a Bell- 
-ngham landmark ceased to exist. 

Vit it's passing, all that is left 
»ehind are alot of old, but cherish- 
»>d, memories. 


MOSTEK’S 
HARDWARE COMPANY 


| Houseware - Paints 
Tools - Garden Supplies 


211 Pulaski Blvd. 
So. Bellingham, Mass. 
TUcker 3-9231 
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SPECIAL DELIVERY 


In 1919, the Ladies Benefit Society of 
the Baptist Church in Bellingham, held a 
fundraiser. They sold an "Up-to-Date Cook- 
book" to raise monies for Church projects. 
Throughout the paperback edition, advertisers 
took space to promote their wares. Some of 
these ads are very interesting, because they 
illustrate how different life is today, as 
compared with 1919. 
The following four advertisements from the 
book, each mention delivery to the home. 
Such phases as "cart drives through" and 
"route " show this phenomenon. Today, you 
can get your newspaper and pizza home-deli- 
vered, but when was 
the last time your 
groceries or baked 
goods were brought 
to your door? With 
today's fast paced 
world, and time 
constraints- don't 
be surprised if this 
old practice is re- 
vived! It seems 
like an idea whose 
time came, went, and 
is back again. 


ete VA ee ten ty 
FISM AND OYSTER ROUTE. 


Kellingham, South Milford and Milford, Tugspays; Unionville, 

WEDNESDAYS; North Rellingham and Caryville, THURSDAYS; 

' Milford, Fripays; North kellingham, Caryville and Unionville, 
SATURDAYS in Winter. 


JOHN B. DURFEE, 
West Medway, Mass. 
Fish, Oysters, 
Finnie Haddie, Clams, 
Salt Fish of all kinds. 


Cart drives through 


North Bellingham and Cary- 
ville every Wednesday. 


W. C. JONAH ,y— 


w~Holliston Baker 


SENDS HIS WAGON THROUGII 


Caryville and North Bellingham every Tuesday 
and Friday Afternoon 
WITH A GOOD SUPPLY OF 


Bread, Rolls, Cakes, Pies, Doughnuts 
and all Fancy Baked Goods. 


EVERYTHING IS FRESH AND APPETIZING. 


If he does not call on you ask him to do so. 


ee A. ISSINIGt: 
CALLS EVERY DAY WITH PROVISIONS. IF THERE IS ANY- 
THING YOU LACK TO MAKE THIS COOK BOOK A SUCCESS 


TOV OUn MAW IselTiMe G Evia: 


A BIRTHDAY 


December 18,1994 will mark the 
100th anniversary of a free public 
library in the town of Bellingham. 
When the first library opened in what 
is now the Emerson Eldredge home on 
South Main’St., fiLbranianm Sdra-;Lutcs 
Rockwood could not have envisioned 
that the $25 book budget the town 
meeting appropriated to buy books 
a reduced rate from the State would 
evolve into the jewel of a library 
that sits majestically on:’a hill on 
BlackstonewSt 


Report of the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


aw 


Breccuuaar, Jan, 80, 1895. 

At u public Town Meeting held in Town Hall, Belling- 
ham, on March 6, 1894, the Town voted to appropriate twen- 
ty-five dollars to secure the gift of one huridred dollars’ worth 
of books from the State, and to elect six Trustees for the terms 
specified against their names:— 

Mrs. Francis Metcalf and Miss Kmma Keach for three 
years; Mrs, Otto I. Bullard and Mrs. Olive Cook for two 


Until wove 


years; Dirs, Alice A. Burr and Miss Sara, T. Rockwood for one } 


year, 


Lj 


ugh an error in the wording of the warrant nothing 
could be done till after the public Town Meeting held Nov. 0, 


1894, at which time the Town voted to accept the provisions of 
said act 


On Dec. 5, 1894, the Trustees of the Bellingham Free 
Public Library met ond organized, as follows: Miss Sara T. 
Rockwood, Chairman; Mya, Alica A. Burr, Secretary and 
Treasurer; Miss Sava T. Rockwood, Librarian; Miss Emma 
Keach, Assistant Librarian; the place for the Library to be in 


the house of Mr. Martin Rookwood, the r f J 
for the Post-Office, rd, oom formerly used 


One hundred and twenty-eight books were received from 
the State, Jan. 28, 1895. 


It was voted to ask the ‘fown for Seventy-five dollars} 
for the ensuing year, 


Several books have been donated to the Library, und the] 
Trustees take this opportunity to extend un invitation to all| 
citizens interested in the success of tho Library, to forward 


to the Librarian what books they have to donate, at their 
earliest convenience. 


SARA T. ROCK WOOD, Chairman. 
ALICE A. BURR, Secretary and ‘Treasurer, 

In 1905 the town housed the library 
in one of the four classrooms in the 
newly opened Massey(Center) School, 
and in-l9ll, Ethel Cook started” a 
library in her home in the south end 
of town where she served as librarian 
for 39 years. She was succeeded by 
Virginia Mowry who worked as the 


South's Librarian for 18 years. The 
Cook residence is now Cartier's 
Funeral Home. 

When space for students was 
needed at the Massey School, Town 
Hall was utilized as the library in 
the Center. In March of 1929, the 
Annual Town Meeting appropriated 
$10,000 to build a new library on 
Common St., and it was dedicated on 
May 15, 1930. A Hamilton Electric 
clock was presented by Bellingham 
Grange #190. This clock is now used 
(it still keeps perfect time) in the 
Local History Room of the new library. 
Library Trustees main- 
tained branches in Caryville, South 
Bellingham, and Rakeville, but voted 
to consolidate all of its resources 
in the Center. Through the years, 
every inch of the Common: Stee tacusauem 
was used: in 1966 a Children's Room 
was opened in the basement and in Dec. 
1977 a quiet Reading/Reference Room 
was opened in the other basement room. 
This room was dedicated to Sarah J. 
Wrenn on October 14,1978 to honor her 
35 years of service as a Trustee and 
who died while still in office in 197¢ 


July 1,1978, Douglas Rendell as- 
sumed the position af the first libpag 
Director with a Masters Degree in Lib- 
rary Science. A Special Town Meeting 
in August 1986 gave approval for a 2 
million dollar library on land under 
the jurisdiction af the School Commit- 
tee ‘on Blackstone St. 

The formal dedication of the new 
18,000 sq.ft. library was held on 
September 24,1989 with noted author 
James Carroll as guest speaker. In the 
5 ensuing years, the libraryhas joined 


ithe information highway bycomputeriz- 


coat. 


ing their books and patron cards, 
with plans to join an automated re- | 
source network this fall which will 
make the collections of almost. 50 
Massachusetts libraries as access- | 
ible as typing a request into a ded- | 
icated computer terminal. | 
j 
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Bellingham Riblic Library 


Ye ee ‘ 
eat hte Bellingham, MA- 


To mark the 100th birthday of the 
library, Trustees have planned fora |; 
gala celebration on Sunday afternoon, | 
December 18. Featured performer Bill |; 
Harley, a nationally known singer 
and storyteller will entertain child-} 
ren and their parents. The Trustees 
will also unveil a commissioned paint 
ing Of the first town library by 
artist Carolyn Wiedemann of Franklin. } 


Joanne sMcAnenys DR: 


eS Se ee. 


early Librarian Evelyn Sackett 


A LOVELY WAY TO SPEND AN EVENING: 


."Silk Stockings", a dynamic women's 
Singing trio, performed at the Bell- 
ingham Public Library on September 19, 


1994. The program was hosted by the 
Bellingham Historical Commission. It 
was sponsored through the Bellingham 
Cultural Council, the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council and the National En- 
dowment for the Arts. 

The program featured a back-up band. 
They were a three piece ensemble with 
John Montanus on piano, James Dillon 
on bass and Robert Lucas, Jr. on the 
drums. The three singers who harmoni- 
zed throughout the evening's perform- 
ance were Regina Lucas, Sandra Garron 
and Barbara Finnegan. The ladies were 


dressed in the fashion of the 1940's, 


and this lended a touch of realism to 
the show. _It felt to the audience, 
like they were sitting in an old-time 
nightedub. 

Their repertoire included many songs 
from the Big Band and Ballroom Dancing 
eras. The audience was treated to 
renditions of Glen Miller's "String of 
Péarlet, wevampsof «Savannah pxGea ss 
"You Made Me Love -You", "Stomping at 
the Savoy", "In the Mood", "White 
Cliffs of Dover" and "Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy". 

As the audience was treated to anos- 
talgic musical tour of the 1940's, one 
song in particular caused a stir. It 
was "Silk Stockings'" performance of 
"A Nightengale Sang in Barkley Square". 
As the song was introduced many audi- 
ence members gasped and a murmur swept 
the crowd. 

By the end of the show several audi- 
ence members had tears in their eyes. 
The consensus was that the performance 
had touched alot of hearts and stirred 
some old, but pleasant, memories. Lit 
was a lovely way to spend an evening. 


Our Role in the 
Blackstone Valley 


lst time contributor: M. L. H.Locklin 


Not many people know that one of the 
oldest roads in the Blackstone Valley 
runs through South Bellingham. 

In the 1600's there weren't any bridges 
across the Blackstone River so there 
developed two parallel roads along the 
east and west banks of the river. 
Along the east bank was the old Rehoboth 
Road, running from Rehoboth (near Provi- 
dence) out through Cumberland to the 
highway junction at Mendon, Mass. 

Also called Mendon Road, it was so 
well designed that much of it is 

still in use today. In Woonsocket, it 
is still called Mendon Road up to the 
point where it enters Bellingham. The 
road then ran approximately where 
Paine St. is now. (There was a mile 
marker near the eighteenth hole of the 
Winnesuket Country Club. I hope it's 
still there.) Then it went north on 
Scott Hill Road (South Main St.) to 
Elm Street on the left into East Black- 
stone on to Mendon Center. 

This road was also used in 1815 when 
the stagecoach line began weekly runs 
from Providence to Worcester via Woon- 
socket. In 1820 the federal govern- 
ment subsidized the stage lines by 
having them carry the mail. Crooks 
Tavern in South Bellingham served as 
the stagecoach tavern between 1800 and 
1900. The average speed of these 
stages was about ten miles an hour, so 
a trip from Woonsocket to Worcester 
took three hours. Historically, South 
Bellingham served as an important con- 
nection as an eastern community of the 
Blackstone Valley. 

A look at a map of the Blackstone 
River Basin shows our waterways from 
as far north as Wades Pond near the 
high school leading down towards Sil- 
ver Lake and Jenks Pond and Reservoir 
to the Blackstone River via Peters 
River. Lake Hiawatha leads to the 
Mill River in East Blackstone in yet 
another connection. 


In the early 1800's there was a small cotton 
factory in the area of Hoag Lake (Silver Lake) 
on the Peters River. Martin Chilson, owner of 
factory, employed twelve persons. However, in 
1834, he went bankrupt which seems to have re- 
sulted from a fire in his factory and he could 
not repay his debtors. 

In the area known as Rakeville, near Jenks 
Reservoir and Wrentham Road, was a rake fac- 
tory owned by Jerold D. Wilcox. He started 

it in 1848 and he also manufactured other 
farm tools and cards for the woolen mills. 
Cards are machines that comb the impurities 
out of the wool before processing. The fac-— 
tory was destroyed in 1905. The 1858 map of 
Bellingham shows this same area as Mechanics- 
ville. 

In 1750, the town's southern boundary was 
four miles further north then it is today. 
Boundaries were uncertain as late as 1773. 

The village of South Bellingham however, 

grew largely from the families working the 
mills in Woonsocket's Social District. By 
1927 there were 280 families of French descent 
and about 30 of Polish descent and the same 
number of Italian descent. In 1915, Woonsoc-— 
ket was still trying to reclaim South Belling- 
ham as Rhode Island capitol was being used to 
build developments here. There are no boun- 
daries however in a shared heritage and our 
South Bellingham families still have many 
work and family connections throughout the 
Blackstone Valley. 
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BLACKSTONE RIVER BASIN 


Massachusetts & Rhode Island 


Map of Blackstone River Basin. 


Varney Bros. Sand & Gravel, Inc. was foun- 
ded over fifty years ago by two brothers, 
Donald and Clarence Varney. The name of the 
company, at the time, reflected both the 
owners and the type of operations - two 
brothers involved in the sale of sand and 
gravel. 

The company has grown and evolved to what 
is now the manufacturer of ready mixed con- 
crete. What started as a vision of two 
brothers and a few employees has grown to be 
one of the major employers in the Town of 
Bellingham. What started as a sand and grav 
el operation has grown to manufacturing con- 
crete and, more recently, to the deve lopment 
of the new Stallbrook Marketplace including 
Massachusetts' first Wal-Mart store. What 
started with two brothers has now passed 
through the next generation that saw Clar- 
ence's son, Richard Varney, managing opera- 
tions. We are now in operation under the 
third generation with the grandchildren of 
the founders involved. Richard's Widow, 
Linda L. Varney, is heading all operations 
as President and Treasurer. 

Varney Bros. Sand & Gravel, Inc. has 
thrived in the Town of Bellingham and grown 
much as the town has grown. We are proud to 
be an employer of many of Bellingham's 
residents and we are prcuj to support our 
neighboring businesses within the Town. 
Bellingham is our home and, as a proud res- 
ident, we support local activities and join 
with others in the community in saluting the 
Town of Bellingham during its 275th Anniver- 
Sary Celebration. 


Linda L. Varney 


Before picture, circa 1939-1940 


After picture 1994 


By learning you will teach, 


By teaching you will learn. 
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AVULOT eT OFSHISTORY : 


On this site of the original Varney 
Bros. office, once stood Bellingham's . 
District school #1. This school first 
appeared on the 1830 map. It was 
known as the "Beaver Pond District 
School". The school was closed in 1897. 
In 1902, the building was sold to H.A. 
Whitney for the sum of $60.00, but it 
burned down before it could be moved. 


Across the street once stood a small 
shed known as " the little red house". 
This is where John Albee was born. Al- 
bee is one of Bellingham's famous na- 
tive sons. John Albee, an author, was 
once called the "Mark Twain of Belling- 
ham". He penned Many poems. But he 
is more famous for a book he wrote cal- 
led "Confessions of Boyhood". In this 
book he relates stories of growing up 
in Bellingham. Albee was born in 1 2 Be 
and died at age 82, in 1915. 


BELLINGHAM SCHOOL 


Did you know that in the early 
years of Bellingham there were 10 
district schools? The layout of the 
- town being so long, 

cessary Roads were often found 
lacking and the only transportation 
being horse and buggy, 
schools sprang up where houses were 
clustered. Most were 1 or 2-rooms. 
Possibly in a later issue, we can — 
locate these schools for you. 

In 1830--8 small schools were 

located throughout Bellingham. 

District #8(South School) was 2 

different buildings--the original 
was moved in 1889. The South School 
of the early 1900's opened in 1896. 
In 1902 and 1920 it was expanded to 
finally contain 8 rooms. 

In 1924 Johnson Bus Co. began 

transporting pupils to school throu- 
ghout the town 


District #9(North School) was 
built in 1881 and was a l-room build- 
ing located in back of the Fire Sta- 
BVvoOnMonsHarveordsavetvsin 190), it 

was moved to the present site and en- 
larged to a 4-room school. 
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it was deemed ne- 
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District #10(Center School) In 
1873 the l-room schoolhouse was 
bought and moved. A new 2-story 
building was built on the original 
site. From 1894-1899, a 3-year and 
then a 2-year high schoci existed on 
Enes2nde LboOr 4 


CENTER SCHOOL, BELLINGHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 


Due to wear/tear, advanced con- 
struction and architectural proce- 
dures--these buildings have been dis- 
continued as viable schools. 

Very obviously the town has 
grown and roads i.e. transportation 
has improved. 

Of the current school buildings 
in town-the Bellingham High School 
was built in 1938 and served as such 
til 1964. It was renamed the Keough 
School and is now the School Admin- 


istratron*Burlding. 
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Picture lent to 
by Joyce Mowry. 


Pinecrest School opened in 1958. 
It serviced grades 1-6. It present- 
ly houses the Alternative School. 


Bellingham Junior-Senior High 
School opened in 1964. It was See 
in 1970 to its current size and now 
services oe Gh Se. Sethe 
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Oldest building currently used as a 
school. 
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Macy School was dedicated in 1966 
in honor of Clara Macy( a teacher from 
North School who taught 50 successive 

years.) It contains K-6. 


|Stall Brook School opened in 
1973 to teach students K-6 on the site 
of the original Stall Brook Farm. 

Bellingham"s newest school-- 
South School opened in 1989 for grades 
K-6. 5; 

Teachers such as Miss Macy and 
certainly some of those from the early 
1800%s would scarce recognize either 
the buildings or the curriculum found 
in Bellingham's schools today. However 
the town has grown and so have we... 
PROGRESS CANNOT BE STOPPED..... 
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From 1939 to 1963 Bellingham High School 

3 what is now the Keough Administration 
lding on Harpin St. In 1990, through the 
‘orts of Joyce Mowry and Paul Lataille and 
ir committee, they planned a reunion for 

. the graduates of that high school. A tot- 
of 322 graduates and friends attended. It 
; a memorable evening as we saw folks we 
In't seen since our high school days. It 

; such a success that another reunion is 
nned for April 29, 1995 at the Myriad Ball- 
m, Lakeview Park in Mendon. If anyone has 
_ received notice of the next reunion please 
tact Joyce Mowry, 26 Quissett Road, Mendon, 
01756. 


BELLINGHAM STUDENTS GETTING PINNED 


The 275th Anniversary Committee held 


a year long fundraiser, with the "Cel- 
ebrate Community" pins they sold. The 
proceeds are going to pay for the in- 
stallation of a clock in the Town Hall 
Tower. However, some pins were left 
over from this campaign. The 275th 
Committee decided that instead of let- 
ting these pins lay idle, they would 
deliver them to each of the 3 elemen- 
tary schools in town. Each school 
will devise a method of awarding the 
pins to deserving students. At each 
school, 275 pins were donated toward 
this program. 

At Macy School, the awarding of pins 
is under the direction of MaryClare 
Burke. For several years, as school 
librarian, she has involved Macy ina 
program known as "Books and Beyond". 
This year the students will travel a- 
round a "monopoly" type board, but the 
squares will be based on places in 
Bellingham. Age appropriate goals 
have been set for each grade. When 
these standards are met, the students 
will earn a 275th Anniversary pin. 

At the South Elementary School, 
Principal Joseph Dipietro, has decided 
on how to distribute the pins. The 
school already has a "Student of the 
Week" program in place. This honor 
goes to a deserving student who has 
shown a significant improvement. As 
the honoree, the student receives a 
certificate. Now, along with the cer- 
tificate, each award recipient will be 
presented with a "275th Anniversary- 
Celebrate Community" pin. 

Mr. William Delaney, at the Stall- 
brook School, has taken on the task of 
giving out the pins at his facility. 
Although as yet, no specific method of 
awarding the pins has been settled on- 
in the capable hands of Mr. Delaney 
and his class, the pins will be dis- 
tributed creatively and fairly. Mr. 
Delaney is very active in helping to 
preserve Bellingham's history. This 
year he was chosen by the Historical 
Commission to receive the "Historic 
Appreciation Award", for his work in 
educating his students about our past. 
With Mr. Delaney's background, he is a 


ver pace Choice, as director of the 
"275t Anniversary" pin distribution 
project at the Stallbrook School. 


Here's hoping that the 825 students 


who earn the pins, will wear them 
with pride. 


SALUTATIONS TO LONGTIME TOWN 
EMPLOYEES: 


There were many likely candidate 
for the title "Town Employee with the 
Longest Job Record". An examination o 
town-personnel records listed several 
who have had the most continual ser- 
vice to the town of Bellingham. We 
would like to recognize them here. 

The man who has been a town em- 
ployee for the longest period of year 
works for the School Department. 
Roger Canestrari started working for 
the town in September 1959. However, 
his roots in Bellingham go much fur- 
ther back. 

Canestrari was born in Woonsocke 
Rhode Island, but moved to Bellingham 
as a child. He attended Bellingham 
schools and was a star basketball 
player for the Blackhawks. 

After graduating from Providence 
College, he returned to Bellingham as 
a teacher in 1959. He taught English 
and Social Studies. During the 1960's 
and 1970's, he coached both basket- 
ball and baseball. While under his 
direction and supervision both the 
basketball and baseball teams won 
the Tri-Valley League Championships 
several times. 


Canestrari in his Blackhawks uniform, 
CleCay Loo 34 


In’ 1970, he was chosen to be- 
come Vice-Principal at the High 
School. He therefore left teaching 
and became an administrator. Again, 
in 1979, he was advanced to the 
position of High School Principal. 
He. currently noldss totseciucLe: 

Canestrari plans to retire in 
June 1995, at the end of the school 
year. He will have worked for the 
town for 36 years. During this time, 
he has achieved a record of distin- 
guished service and strong commit- 
ment to the youth of Bellingham. 


Canestrari, as he recently relaxed 
in his backyaad. 


FARIA ORR A I aK aK kak ok ak ok ak ok ake ak ak 


orth Bellingham Cemetery, mentioned in a deed 
s the "burying place", was used as far back 
s 1718, one year before the town was incorpor- 


PRC ICR ICICI IR OK IK Kk RK I ok ok ak ok 2k ak 


id you realize that Bellingham does not have 
Main Street? 

BROCCO OKO OR ORO aK a aK kak aK kak ak ak ak ok 
n 1692, Dedham selectmen examined land and 
eported that "land near Mendham (Blackstone 
as then a part of Mendon) and Wrentham [i.e. 
llingham] is not worth ye laying ou€.in a 
vident" (for division) . 

2K 2K 2 2 2 2 2K 2 2K KK 2K 2K 2K 2K KK 2 EK KK 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K 2K aK ok 
ter a quarrel with his congregation, the Rev. 


ial Fisher left town saying, "he would get 
ut of Bellingham, something the devil never 
aS hl 
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The man who has worked for the town 
the second neal: DoienO Lander aA r= 
cand. Since 1962, Arcand has worked 


for both the Water Department and the 


Highway Department. 

Arcand is a Bellingham native. 
was born and raised, right here in 
town. During the fifties he attended the 
Bellingham school system. In the early 
1960's, he played basketball for the 
Blackhawks. 

In 1963, Arcand married his longtime} 
friend and "childhood Sweetheart", 
Joanne Taft. She is also a lifelong 
resident of Bellingham. They are the 
proud parents of three children 


He 


Roland 0. Arcand 
(today) 


Roland, age 16 


Arcand's work record for the town, 
Started in 1962 when he took a posi- 
tion with the Water Department. A year 
later, in May of 1963, he transferred 
to the Highway Department. He has 
been employed there ever Since. Roland 
also currently serves as Park Superin- 
tendent. | 

Work on the Highway Department was 


very different back in the 1960's. 

Kerosene bombs were used to mark hazar- 
dous pot holes in the road, instead of 
today's flashing yellow lights. Many 
town roads were narrow, and only paved 
with dirt. Most homes had private welll 
water, and during long, hot summers, | 
these wells often went dry. This meant 


that hydrants had to be fitted with 
faucets for the residents to use. 
Many occas ions, Highway Department 
personnel were called out to fight 
fires. 


On 


“11 


PICTURED: Front Row Kneeling(left to right) are- Ernest La- 


mothe, Jack Powels, A.drien Marcette, Bert Boiteau and "Sarge". 

Back Row Standing(left to right)” are- Wilfred Ar- 
cand, unknown(sitting on truck fender), William Spear, Roland 
O. Arcand, Daniel Spas, William Paine, Victor Bokoski and 
Gerard Daigle. 


In the wintertime, sanding the town 


roads was very dangerous. Te was us- 
ually a three person job. One person 
would drive the truck, while the oth- 
er two stood on a small platform at 
the rear of the truck shovelling sand 
into the spreader. Surely after last 
winter's record snowfall, Arcand and 
his fellow Highway Department workers 
are glad for the modern improvements 
Se today. 

We would like to take this opportun- 
ity, to thank Roland Arcand for his 32 
years of dedicated service to the town 
Of Bellingham. On behalf of each res- 
ident who realizes all the Highway De- 
partment does to keep our town running 
smoothly, we can say it is deeply ap- 


preciated. 


a eee 


Several other town employees deserve 
"honorable mentions" for their long- 
time service to the town. Lieutenant 
Bertrand Geurrin, of the Police De- 
partment, started working for the town 
Lnwod DVL oo. | End be Belanger began 
his job with the Water Department/DPW 
in September of 1965. Sargeant Glen 
Whitten, also on the Police Force, 
Started working for Bellingham in No- 
vember of 1968. John Ridolf; a 
firefighter, began his career with the 
town, in July 1970. Each of these men 
deserves recognition for their contin- 


‘ ued efforts on behalf of Bellingham. 


Belling 


ham's 


Historic ‘Town Afghan 


The Bellingham Afghan contains pictures 


SAINT BRENDAN’S CHURCH 

Thisris the ost. and! oldestveath— 
olic Church in Bellingham. It was ded- 
icated on Sept. 8th,1895. 


MILE MARKER 


hoi miles, from Boston Rese PAG ' 
B.S? *stood, formkoyal“Service{—thempos4 
tal service at this time was under the 
direction of the King of England. In 
1753, PostMaster Ben Franklin placed 
mile markers every mile along the 
Middle Post Road on his way from Bos- 
ton to New York. This marker is located 
on current Hartford Ave.,No. Bellingham 


THE TAVERN HOUSE 


This house was built around 1740 
by Dr. John Corbett,Jr. He willed it 
to his son-in-law Dr. Samuel L. Scam- 
mel and became known as 'the Scammel 
House'. This was the 'Toll House' 
along the Hartford Turnpike in 1796. 
To Was torn -downl1n71970..(trom ia sbro-= 
chure ofutne cariv. 1900i.s-"Don tt be 
deceived, come to a Real Farm...terms:. 
$6.00-S$7.00 per. week." 


CARYVILLE STATION AND P.O. 


The original Caryville depot was 
a rather dull vertical batten-sided 
building. Caryville was named in honor 
of William H.Cary, owner of the mills 
there. In 1880, Mr. Elijah B. Stowe 
made an agreement with the railroad 
to build a new station, in which he 
could also have a postoffice and store 
This attractive building, architectu- 
rally unlike any other depots along 
the line, stood until several years 
ago, when it was razed. 


KEYSTONE BRIDGE 


Aaron Thayer built this bridge 
on Depot Street in 1829 to serve as a 
shortcut from Main St. to Hartford Ave 
It was dismantled in 1992. 


FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 


This is the oldest church in town 
It was built in 1826 by Malachi & Ap- 
pleton Ballardof Medway,costing $2,600. 
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of the following old-time landmarks. 
TOWN HALL 

On Sept.15,1800, David Jones 
gave the Town 1 acre of. land for the 
purpose of ‘erecting a public build- 
ing upon for the use of said inhab- 
itants to transact their public-con- 
cerns,;in- at all ‘times! s:and also ten 
the accomodation of said Religious 
Society for a House of Public Wor- 
ship forever or so long as said in- 
habitants shall continue to keep a 
convenient house upon said land.' 
The Town Hall was built in 1802 by 
George Hill of Smithfield, ;RAiewtor 
$4,000. The town paid $1,000 and the 
balance was paid off by the rental 
of pews. 


OLD PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Originally opened on May 15, 
1930 as a Town Library.As the town 
outgrew this facility, it was moved 
to a new building on Blackstone St. 
in 1989. The Bellingham Historical 
Commission was granted use of the 
building and opened in May 1990 as.a 
Museum. 


COAT OF ARMS 


Drawn by anheraldic artist from 
information officially recorded in 
ancient heraldic archives. Arms 
(shield) is as follows:"Black with 
3 silver bugle horns stringed gold." 
Above the shield and helmet is the 
Crest: "A black stag's head jagged 
charged with a gold fleur-de-lis and 
with gold antlers". .Motto,unrecorded. 


SOUTH SCHOOL 


In 1895 a new 2-room school was 
built. This 'South School' opened : 
Feb. 3,1896. The school-was 0661 @mI 
known as the “City Primer" or “Gate 
Grammer" school. In 1902, the build- 
ing was jacked up and 2 more rooms 
were added. the bottom level. In 19240, 
the building was expanded again to 
8 school rooms. 


NORTH BELLINGHAM MILL 


The mill was first built in 1810 
Seeaeeph Ray. Until 1899, it was the 


\ 
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Ray Woolen Company. It was then sold 
to the American Woolen Company. In 
1912, it became the Bellingham Woolen 
Company. During the lst World War, it 
operated 24 hrs. a day filling gov- 
ernment contracts. 


{ity 
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anh 


SS 


Much effort has been put into the 
design and compiling the history of 
this afghan. We hope you will be inter 
estedenough to want to order one from 
the distributor:Schafer Nursery,Inc. 


asuy 
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SOME OF "OUR" OLDEST HOMES 


-1) Metcalf House- Hartford Avenue 7 ee 
“@ 2) Tavern House Inn- North Main St. gg 
‘; 3) Home- South Main Street sett 
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+ 4 ys 
t er, 5 Ha atiah,. 4 Mavs 
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ouse-Hartford Ave. & 
) Weatherby House-No.Main and 
Taunton Street 

L.Thayer House-Brook Street: 
Rockwood House-Hartford Ave. 


‘yy 


-POST OFFICE BLOCK - MAPLE STREET 

The North Bellingham Post Office has always been 
located in the same building, once owned by Ernest 
Camp, and until recently housed Olbry's Variety 
and Package Store. Milton Z. Bullard became the 
first Post Master there in 1850. Mr. Camp took the 
position on March 13, 1911. The North Bellingham 
Post Office closed for good on December 31%, 4970; 
Mrs. Mary E. Forbes was the last Post Mistress at 
that station. The zip code of the North Bellingham 
Post Office district was 02057. 


In October 1847, the hall upstairs was dedicated 
for use as a chapel. It contained 35 pews. In 
1868, the congregation became a Baptist Church. They 
continued to have their services here until the 
Baptist Church on Hartford Avenue was dedicated on 
March 12, 1908. 

Also, the Ladies Benefit Society of the North 
Baptist Church met here. 

This building contained a grocery store run 
by Eldridge Grant from 1890 - 1915. eos 


TIME CAPSULE: 


1969 - Rumor has it that Bellingham 
buried a time capsule, for it's 250th 


Anniversary, it was to be opened in 25 
years. Some people remember hearing 
stories of the "time capsule" being 
buried, but nobody can recall if that 
event actually happened. We have 
tracked down many rumors, but to no a- 


vail. 

Poemcneresis a site, it has not been 
located. If anyone knows where, or 
even if, the "time capsule" was buried, 


please contact the Historical Commis- 
sion. 
izens of Bellingham to know that that 
trust from the residents of the past 


to the present residents of today, is 
fulfilled. They passed down these art 


ifacts and gifts through the genera- 
tions. 


1994 - Bellingham's 275th Anniversary 


Committee and Vincent Thayer, are spon- 
soring a "time capsule". This "time 
capsule" will be secured, clearly mark- 


SG,eendsine a public location. 

The capsule itself will be divided | 
into three parts. The first part to be 
opened in the year 2019, on Belling- 
ham's 300th Anniversary. Another part 
to be opened in the year 2044, andthe 
last section to be opened on Belling- 


ham's 350th Anniversary in 2069. 
Many of the items that we use every- 
day, and take for granted, may not be | 
around in the near future. Items such 
as store coupons, junk mail, newspapers 
and money itself may be nonexistent. 
It is important to the future citizens . 
of our community, to look into the past 

and see where their roots come from. 
By studying the past, we can best judge 
our present. 


Any person, business or organization | 
wishing to contribute, can contact this 
committee. The committee will make the 
final decision as to any exclusions. 
Donated items must be small in size. 
They should also be of little or no 
monetary value. Items of value would 
only put the "time capsule" in jeopar- 
dy. A business card, photograph or 
letter would be welcomed. 

All the collected items are being 
gathered and stored at Bellingham's 
Museum. The items for the "time cap- 
sule" already accumulated are present- 
ly on display in the museum. There is 
still time to donate your item. Plans 
are for the "capsule" to be buried in 
PHepspring eof L995. 


Eversevery important to the cit 


This is so that 4. 


momentos from the entire anniversary 
year, have a chance to be incorpora- 
ted into the "time capsule's" inven- 
tory. 

All donations will be greatly appre- 
ciated. Just think- it might be your 
future descendant who cracks open the 
"time capsule", perhaps they will be- 
lieve that the legacy we have left for 
them, is a true "treasure chest". 


RECOMMENDED READING 


There are few towns or cities that 
have the benefit of an up-dated his- 
tOry aoe Lact) sLNere varerant. t00 
many that have no written histories 
atiala 

Bellingham is indeed fortunate to 
have a new town history - just pub- 
lished, entitled appropriately 
"Bellingham, Massachusetts, 1995 
Historic Guide." 

This softbound book contains 
nearly 75 pages of history, maps, 
and pictures of Olid Bellingham, 
ranging from streetcars, buildings, 
roads, [ndian lore, and prominent 
people to mining. 

An excellent feature of the book 
consists of maps which are keyed to 
locations discussed in the historic- 
al text. Do you know where the Bel- 
lingham Navy Yard was located? You 
can find it at #5 on the map series. 
This sort of identification is not 
found in most histories. 

The quality of printing and map 
and photo reproduction is high in 
this book, and in many cases, 
represents a decided improvement 
on the original material. 

The book is well-timed to comple- 
ment Bellingham’s 1994 275th Anni- 
versary, and is certainly a col- 
lectible memento of the time. 

Ernest Taft, author and publisher 
of the new Bellingham history is 
Chairman of the Bellingham Histori- 
cal Commission, and writes with an 
authority based on long experience, 
personal knowledge and research. 

FDD 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
3 Common Street 

Old Library Building 

Bellingham, MA 02019 


275th SHENANIGANS 
the Memorial Day Parade. The cake 

Throughout this anniversary year, Was accompanied by a song that the 
approximately 7 "Bells" and "Brothers HAPPY BOOKERS were required to sing. 
of the Brush" groups have engaged in Then, 'Bobby' was returned and now 
pranks: namely, confiscating anothers happily resides in the director's 
MASCOT and then demanding a penalty office. 
or penance to return it. 

BOBBY the BOOKWORM was taken 
from the library by the FUZZY NOZ- 
ZLES, under the guise of ‘inspecting 
the sprinkler system' when the libra- 
ry was closed one day. ; 

The HAPPY BOOKERS received a 
picture of 'Bobby' relaxing on a pa- 
tio with a beer in hand and having a 
wonderful time. 'Bobby' was then sent 
on a trip to Bellingham, Washington. 

Many pictures were sent to the 
library confirming his trip: as he 
boarded the plane, arriving, meeting 
the mayor, being serenaded by the 
Bellingham,WA. High School Band, and 
his trip back to Massachusetts. 

In order to retrieve 'Bobby', 
the HAPPY BOOKERS had to make a cake 
in the form of a fire engine and 
serve it to the FUZZY NOZZLES after 


BOBBY the BOOKWORM and 
theFIRE ENGINE CAKE 
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